GPOs and their product evaluation committees should be aware of their legal liabilities.
A materials manager for a large group purchasing organization is a member of a committee involved in the decision as to which products and equipment are purchased for and used by the hospitals belonging to the GPO. These decisions are based upon requests from the member hospitals and proposals submitted to the GPO by suppliers. After review by the committee, a decision to buy is made. In this dialogue, Dr. Decker discusses the issues of legal liability assumed by the GPO, the committee and its individual members in making these decisions on which to buy.